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- RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


For the 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Burlington Circuit, June 12, 1833. 


Dear Brother,—You have been informed of 
the prosperity of this circuit: last year God 
acknowledged us as his people, and this confer- 
ence year he has not left or forsook us.. The 
work of God is gradually increasing. We have 
some increase this conference year thus far, 
and we expect a goodly number will be added 
to our church before the year closes. Bigotry 
is giving way. Our Methodist Episcopal breth- 
ren are friendly, generally speaking: they come 
to our meetings, and treat us as accredited min- 
isters to preach the gospel, and perform those 
duties which are enjoined upon us. On Sab- 
bath before last I baptized two individuals, the 
one was an Episcopal Methodist, and the other a 
Protestant Methodist: they took hold of each 
others hands, and with me walked into the wa- 
ter, and together kneeled down, and had the 
water poured on in the name of their t de- 
liverer. O how pleasant it is to see christians 
called by different names, agree. Our Gause is 
taking deep root in these parts: the public mind 
is for us. But if God be for us, who can be 
against us? Last year I was much persecuted 
by the preacher in charge of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. This year he has said he 
was very sorry for what he had done; and stated, 
J have been credibly informed, that he never 
would be found doing so again. I hope more 
of our Episcopal brethren will pattern after this 
brother. May the Lord revive his work. Amen. 

Yours, &c. ANTHONY M. REYNOLDS, 


endent. 


For the Methodist Protestant, 


NORTH AMERICA. 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, June 10, 1833. 

Dear Brother,—Having to write to you on 
‘other business, it may not be amiss at the same 
time to inform you that we are still alive, but “‘it 
is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not cen- 
sumed,” for nothing has been, nor still is want- 
ing on the part of man to destroy us. While 
preachers will oppose us both from the pulpit 
and the press, as also from house to house, we 
have but little room to expect any thingelse from 
their vassals. We have had no increase of late, 
in consequence of the great opposition we have 
had to contend: with. We have, ever since I 
wrote to you been compelled to desist from Sab- 
bath night preaching, and prayer-meeting, which 
has made much against us, (for the present time.) 
Some Reverend gentlemen, for the want of bet- 
ter employment, were heartily engaged in car- 
tying out newspapers, in which was a piece 
headed, ‘Extravagant Fanaticism,” strongly ex- 
claiming against ‘‘Revivals of Religion,” prayer 
meetings, After this, on Sabbath ev- 
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fifty, came disguised, some with their faces 
blacked, some with a red shirt over their clothes, 
c. mostly armed with bludgeons. It is su 
posed that not less than five hundred persons 
were at that time wedged into our room, which 
rendered it impossible for many of the persecu- 
tors to get in, but after shamefully assaulting 
some very respectable females, they then at- 
tempted to burn up the place, but the God we 
were then worshipping, caused it to be discov- 
ered as soon as it began to burn, and it was put 
out without creating any alarm inside. Several 
males were very much bruised. And not know- 
ing where this would end, I thought it best to 
hold our meetings by day light alone. Not be- 
cause I was afraid of the Devil, but of two evils, 
I thought it wisdom to choose the least. Since 
then, a Mr. —, a popular preacher, hesitated 
not to tell one of our members that our cause 
all through, was all the work of the Devil. Not- 
withstanding all this and much more, we still 
live, and can truly say, God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble.” And 
although every effort 

prevent it, let it be remembered by friends and 
foes, that on the Sth day of June, 1833, the 
frame of the first Methodist Protestant Church 
was erected in Halifax, Nova Scotia! And 1 do 
not know that a building ever went on with less 
help,and under greater opposition,since the days 
of good old Nehemiah. It is true we had not to 
work with our swords by our sides; perhaps if 
we had done so, what we put up of the founda- 
tion in the day, would not have been knocked 
down in the night. Praise God the frame is up, 
and we expect the lumber by vessels hourly, and 
many have kindly offered to help us to cover it 
in. May they meet their reward for their labor 
of love. It stands on a remarkably pleasant lot 
of land 75 by 150 feet. The house is as we in- 
tended, 48 by 55 feet, with galleries. 

After all our difficulties and several removals, 
we are in number 115, hallelujah! The Lord God 
Omnipotent reigneth!!! ‘‘Brethren,’’ do pray for 
us—and in a little time I expect to be able to 
preach from Psalm 71, 7, “I am (as) a wonder 
to many.“ Should I do so, I may conclude by 
saying, ‘i am a wonder“ to myself!!! 

Yours, &c. WIILIAI Jackson. 


. 
For the MethodastsProtetant. 
NORTH CAROLINA. 


Chatham, June 15, 1833. 

Dear Brother,— We have two camp-meetings 
to be held within the bounds of the Orange cir- 
cuit; the first will commence on the 16th of 
August, in Randolph county, on Sandy Creek, 
at Shilow meeting house. The second will 
commence the 23d of August, at the Ridge 
meeting house, in Orange county, five miles 
west of Hillsborough. Our brethren in Gran- 
ville and Roanoke are particularly requested to 
attend; and we would be truly glad to see all 


ening, while I was preaching, a ‘band’ of about 
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I 1 feel it my duty to 
general, how we are doing in this part of the 
p-| world. . About three years ago we had about 
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inſorm my brethren in 


one hundred members belonging to the Metho- 
dist Protestant church; we now have two oir- 
cuits extending in length about one hundred 
miles, with four travelling preachers, and be- 
tween eight and nine hundred members: we 
have had, and yet have some glorious revivals. 
We frequently hear sinners ery what they must 
do to be saved; and converts tell what the 
Lord has done for them; and christians praise 
him for his wonderful works. I suppose about 
twenty have experienced religion on this circuit 
this year. About fifty have joined the chureh. 
There are a great many seekers of religion. We 
have lately organized a church, made up of 
young Converts, and three members from the 
E. P. ehuroh, eight in all, and a good prospect 
ſor more. The young, the middle aged, and 
the old, are enquiring the way to Zion. My 
opinion is, that we have nothing to fear if we 
have our eyes singly fixed on the glory of God, 
our principles are truly republican. Then, 
dear brethren, in a christian spirit contend for 
them, and God will prospet us; the arguments 
of our opponents against our republican church 
government are as light as show-balls against 
ramparts, if well weig I feel glad in my 
very soul that we have both in church and state, 
some noble, independent spirited souls, who 
are neither ashamed or afraid to contend for our 
liberties. Had it not been for such men and 
women as these, we should now be in subjec- 
tion to kings and popes. But I must stop, for 
fear I hurt the feelings of some who try to 
cloak despotism with pretensions torepublicen- 
ism. A man that will turn east, west, north and 
south, for a power from a king or a * 
not to be ded on any Where. I have 
seen it in some young men of but moderate ta- 
lents and but litile inſormation, when they wish to 
itinerate in the old church. They seem to grow 
so fast in a few months, that they get 
many of their common and best friends; and 
no wonder, when they calculate riches and re- 
nown, by denying their lay brethren a voice in 
the counsels of the church; yes, and all the lo- 
cal preachers. 
What a shame it is for men in these United 
States to contend for such principles as these, 
when they know that thousands, yea milliéns 
have been put to death by preachers teachimg, 
and people a them. Read the his- 
tory of the church of Rome, and there you will 
find that the people had a voice in choosing 
their bishops, until one was chosen to the pope- 
dom without the suffrages of the people. Let 
the members of the Methodist Episcopal church 
read Mr. Wesley's notes om the 13th chapter of 
the book of Revelations, and when they see that 
the people of Rome once had a voice in choos- 
ing their bishops, let them then remember that 
they are not as freé in America now, as the 
people of Rome wete then; for it would be hard 


our Guilford brethren come up to the help of 
‘the Lord, and their brethren. 


to find out when the members of the Metho- 
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ist E. h had a voice in choosing one 
of their om: Lord have mercy on them, 
t are worse off in this sense, than the people 
of e used to be. Preachers, tive the peo- 
‘ir ri believe ruin will ensue. 


ECCLESIASTICAL. 


| For the Methodist Protestant. 
EXPLANATION AND DEFENCE. - 


Mr. Editor,—A few remarks I made ** 
time since, have been (very innocently on y 
part) the means of “inflicting pain on others. 
‘This to me is cause of ae oe er and was 
I not fully convinced that the “pain” experi- 
enced by K“ and others, was occasioned by a 
recollection of consequences which have alread y 
grown out of the disclosure of facts and cir- 
cumstances they might have influenced and 
controlled, I should indeed have viewed myself 
“extremely unfortunate.” However much the 
feeling of K“ has been excited, and however 
— he may express himself in view of my 
remarks, I would take the liberty of telling him 
very frankly and gravely, that with due defer- 
ence to his judgment and understanding, (so 
richly laden with information of matters and 
things by his — travelled through the 
boundaries of this conference,) that though he 
has eyes and can see a little,” he has not looked 
as carefully as he ought, or he would have 
known one fact, that is, he has kept as far from 
the point in dispute as the north is from the 
soath pole of the globe: in other words, he has 
either not understood, or he has misconstrued 
the communication he seems to have looked at 
„with deep regret.“ It is one of the easiest 
things in the world to be mistaken; and there- 
fore it is our duty to look well to what we 
state, lest we should be betrayed into inconsis- 
tencies and error. A recollection of this fact 
has led W“ to look over his late temarks, and 
try to ascertain what part of them had given 
rise to so much warmth of feelings on the part 
of three of his itinerant brethren, ‘‘K,” “Timo- 
leon,“ end Mutual Rights; the former and 
latter shall be noticed, provided, that this es- 
‘gay does not pass through the refined ordeal, 
of a Patron; For should it undergo “an 
expurgatory process, it may not be fit for 
the eyes of (some) of your numerous readers 
and patrons,” who, like the present writer, are 
slarmed at the appearance of what they call, for 
the want of a better name, an attempt to es- 
tablish priestly power at the expense of the 
people's rights.“ Now, sir, how has sus- 
tained his statement? Has he not given a plain, 
illustration of the fact, by the rela- 
tien of circumstances which did not then nor do 
they mow exist in fancy, but sober realities? Let 
kim speak again:—or rather let your reader look 
at the statement again, as found in the 22d No. 
Nilst page, first volume, commencing with 
“who would ever have the right, &. and 
ending with “the members of the ‘convention 
would never have given their votes to sanction 
‘such a measure.” Now, sir, how has Timo- 
leon“ disposed of this subject? Has he denied, 
rather has he not evaded it altogether, and en- 
deavored to loose his readers and escape unhurt 
himself, by asking questions altogether foreign 
to the point in dispute? The question ia a 
‘one. any man in his sober senses 
e that the ministers and members of the 
convention which gave birth to our infant church 
ever contemplated and understood by the exis- 


nee of the rule which has given rise to these 
remarks;—to place the pulpit so entirely under 
the control of any superintendent, as te give 
him authority to fill it according to his own 
whim and caprice, and not according to the reg- 
ulation of the quarterly conference of his cir-| 
euit or station? If it be a fact, that an itinerant 
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minister can prevent any unstationed or itin-} 


erant minister from entering the palpit, however 
desirable and important their services to the 
church—force upon the people service which 
they do not approve—we repeat what we have 
heretofore asserted: “‘What have we gained?“ 
An empty show;—a mere bubble.” And that 
these are the views of K,“ is evident; for he 
plainly declares, any other construction of that 
clause of the discipline would not only be in- 
correct, but utterly impracticable on the circuits 
generally;“ while Timoleon“ brings us back to 
the days of the divinely authorized,“ and tells 
us gravely, any other view would be anti- 
christian and unapostolic.’’ None of these 
things move us from pushing our enquiries and 
investigations upon this point. Here permit 
me to notice the writer over the signature of 
“Mutual Rights.” He talks about a balancing 
power,“ but really it ty 4 like the handle of 
a jug,—all on one side. Had he not very unceti- 
moniously introduced W“ to your readers and 
endeavoured to present some of his remarks in 
an improper light, I should have left abler pens 
to notice some of the radical defects of his 
communication. I was not aware that any thing 
[ said was calculated to ‘‘discourage’’ or inti- 
midate a private member of the Methodist Pro- 
testant church.” Nor dol intend that any 
threatening shall deter me from examining and 
expressing my views upon subjects connected 
with the interests of the church; and lest I 
should have been misunderstood by K“ and 
“Mutual Rights,” I now plainly and definitely 
state, that so far from wishing to destroy the 
wholesome energy of governmen:,”’ I only want 
it to be sustained by truth,“ - moral influence— 
not by physical force. Now, sir, what did W“ 
say to create such a degree of warmth, and so 
much asperity of feeling on the part of this last 
writer? Is it sir, to be found in the remarks 
quoted by the brother? What are they? W 
has urged that a dondman is a slave by whatever 
name he is known.” And will this be denied? 
Who does not know this to be a clear and pal- 
pable truth? Does this writer deny or question 
the fact? Let him bring forth his ‘‘strong rea- 
sons,“ and make an appeal to our understanding 
in view ofthis matter. If he admits it to be a 
truth, why quote the sentiment as he has—is it 
to misrepresent? Again, W“ has said “that 
there is more danger of the people sliding into 
a state of unbending despotism, than of verging 
to a condition of unbridled anarchy.” Has this 
been disproved by an appeal to matters of fact—to 
the history of the church? We think not. It is 
true, acity has been alluded to; but we take the 
liberty of saying, that if the present, or any other 
writer will only name the city or cities, we will at 
once meet him with proof positive that 'the 
priests did rule,” and the people did submit to 
an unwarrantable construction of law, disci- 

plinary and constitutional,” or we are much 

mistaken in the information we have received. 
But what has all this to do with the matter in 

dispute? Let us come back to the original 

question.— Are the pulpits under the entire 

control of the superintendents according to K“ 

and “‘Timoleon's” view of the constitution and 

discipline? or are the pulpits still under the con- 


saying who shall or shall not presch in them? 
Lam glad that “Mutual Rights is of the latter 
opinion; and as he speaks so clear and intelli- 
48 this point we shall quote him: Brother 
” (says this writer) warmly opposes the doc- 
trine that a superintendent shoald fill the pul- 
pits, or have them filled;“ (he should have ad- 
ded, according to his own whim or caprice,) 
without consulting the brethren, and acting in 
concert with the quarterly conference. I also 
oppose it, for it is manifest that this concert should 
prevail through all the parts of the government 
and administration. A superinten should 
ane voice in filling the pulpite or having them 
filled; but some some other body should a 
joint authority. Either the board of trustees— 
the quarterly conference—or some executive com- 
mittee should be consulted, and should have a 
negative upon the superintendent’s power. I 
would now close my remarks in view of the 
late writer, by stating to him and all others who 
were a little disturbed at my former remarks,— 
that I did then, and I do now believe, in that 
little piece on ‘Executive Power there was 
more meant than expressed; it seemed to have 
within it a little of ‘the old leaven —a desire— 
a hankering after a something that would bring 
into being a general superintendent, such an one 
as a brother moved for at the late convention, 
when nearly all of us had gone home. I think 
he isthe brother who then moved the resolution, 
and if 1 mistake not, Mutual Rights“ looks a 
litle that way. Be that as it may, I don’t like 
some of his suggested alterations in our econ- 
omy, “the power of nominating leaders for our 
people;“ suppose they would not be. willing to 
‘receive or accept the person nominated, and he 
should refuse to nominate another, but continue 
to harass the people with the same nomination, 
what then? Suppose a “‘leaders’ meeting” would 
reject the nomination, and he should refuse to 
make another, what then? Is it any wonder 
that some are alarmed? I shall not be astonished 
to hear of some wishing the superintendent to 
appoint the leader—better to curtail, nay, to 
“cripple executive power,“ than to give him so 
much as to enable him to do harm. I cannot 
close my remarks without noticing the marked 
similarity between the arguments of K“ and 
Dr. Bond, in view of expressing our fears and 
alarms so as to let people out of the church 
know we have not fallen asleep,—but are still 
on the look out. Have we not enemies enough 
from without?” (says K“) I answer, enough 
in all conscience; and hence the increased 
cause of „danger and alarm,“ to find them as- 
sisted by foes within, who are confirming the 
doubts and strengthening the bonds of opposi- 
tion, by verifying the prediction of our foes, that 
itinerants in the new church would also abuse 
the power vested in their hands. Has it not 
been done? Is it not an abuse of power for 
them to go around the circuit and influence the 
brethren to vote for delegates to go up to the 
annual conference? I would hope that K“ in 
his „calm“ moments will suggest some rule by 
which this officer may be punished. But if it 
and other abuses should creep in among us, 
and he and others feel disposed ta pass them 
silently by, let him not blame others at any rate, 
until they are convinced of the truth and force 
of his argument.—I shall notice it. He tells 
us he sees no danger of anarchy” or “of 
priestly power at the expense of the people’s 
rights; and because he does not, we should not 
of course. Well, we should not if we had his 


trol of the people, so far as to have a voice in 


“eyes,” He tells us, we began with a few 


individuals some five years ago, and already 
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those-few individuals have grown into as many | made to enquire why the church was thus to be] I never could see any ming censurab 
thousands.”—This-ie true. But what does this | Jeprived of the wisdom and experience Of these] man claiming his equal — g and to oe be 
prove, W. is also ready to admit that “the ſathers in Israel: the uniform reply was, the ever been an inexplicable mystery, how a good 
t head of the church has conducted our in | convention was fearful, that in the event of lo-] man can be willing to retain more. Hence, 
fant Zion so far with a success ‘unrivalled, to a cal ministers being permitted to have seats in| notwithstanding I am an ‘‘itinerant proper,’ I 
height of prosperity and respectability.’ Butſ the annual conferences, they would thereby | am unwilling to see our local ministry excluded 
are we to infer from this that we are not in dun- become too unwieldy, and necessarily break | from the annual conferences..;. 7 
DbD———-n. 


ger of falling into error—or that when we err|down by their own weight. : | 

we are to cover or hide our error? May we not] Nor was it ever dreamed of by many of us, | — 

ask with the writer over the signature Mutual] that any other cause influenced this convention- my, For the Methodist Protestant. 
rights, are we willing to tell them? Are wejal procedure; but we begin to hear distant COMPOSITION OF ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 


willing to be ingenuous enough to own their|thunder; nay, indications have already been | 

reality? We ought to be. And no ‘brother furnished to ihe readers of the 2 that 1 apeocnert Yes, another. be 
should be rebuked for speaking the truth. One] there are those among us who would on princi- Mr. Editor,—I have read attentively the dif- 
thing is well known to the writer of these re- ple, exclude from the counsels of the church, ferent articles, which have successively appear- 
marks, that when he believed himself in posses-| these veterans; many of whom have borne the ed in the columns of the Methodist Protestant, 
sion of the not exercise it in| burden and heat of the day. | ni 
“filling or causing the pulpits to be filled“ ac- who regards the weliare of the church must lee 
cording 16 ‘hls OF rice. And since — a deep interest. While as yet the Methodist 
he has been in the Methodist Protestant church grant the local ministry a seat in the annual Protestant Church had just commenced her 
or under the conventional artieles, he always conferences. Now, I would ask such brethren 
consulted the the leaders’ meeting, in view off if it be not wrong equally wrong, to privilege articles, I espoused the cause of“ Reſorm.“— 
these and all other matters of importance; aud] some districts to hold annual conferences? and Principle induced me to forego ease, prosperity 


that when they did not solicit it, as to braving| should they answer negatively, I and honor—for labor, sacrifice and reproach; 
gatively, I next enquire, 
the opinion of the church, and recklessly haz- who are to compose these conferences? If they an for 


arding its peace and quiet to gratify ourselves, answer in the language of th ituti N N f 
f ’ ge of the constitution, see | f 
as others who may have pursued a like course: | page 20, of the Discipline.—"‘All the ordained | und ible te 
it is wrong—morally wrong. W. itinerant ministers belonging to the district, that o y for the appearance of this article; 4 co 
us menen Pretedtene.: fo” all ministers properly under the stationing| others have availed themselves of the privilege, 
authority of the conference; and of one dele- „Stat nomina umbra,” I hope to be excused r 
ON THE COMPOSITION OF ANNUAL CONFERENCES. | gate from each circuit and station for each of writing over a “fictitious signature.” 


I am pleased to perceive a disposition mani- Its itinerant ministers. | | In the 22nd number of the present volume of 
fested by our reform advocates, to ascertain what} Iam prepared to show, that according to] your paper, page 173, a writer on this subject, 
are the rights of each department of our associ- this provision, it was improbable that a confer-| whose signature is Philadelphia, instead o 
ation, and thence to grant them without reserve. | ence would be holden constitutionally, compo- | rendering this subject clearer, has in my humble 
This is certainly as it should be.—It accords | sed for years in succession in some of the dis- opinion missed the mark: and as I shall en- 
with the first profession of reformers; and any | tricts; for instance, the district of consisted | deavor to point out wherein we differ, and may 
thing to the contrary would impose on the pub-|for two or three years of but one ordained| have occasion frequently to make mention of 
lic mind aconviction of the fact that our firgt/ itinerant, properly under the stationing authority | him, I prefer the capital P“ instead of the 
profession was insincere: viz. that we wished } of the conference; if the delegation be equal | whole word, hoping no offence thereby. 
every department to be possessed of equal pow-|here, we have a conference coustitutionally; P“ is “sorry te find so much darkness and 
ers and privileges as far as practicable. composed of two members, enough to make a obscurity cast upon (this) subject“ by the former 

The question has been started, and will no] president and secretary. writers, and no doubt intended that his elucida- 
doubt be extensively agitated on the pages of] Now what shall the good people of this dis- tion should be like the sun when it breaketh 
the Protestant Whether our unstationed min-|trict do? they have a considerable number of forth from behind a thick cloud, shedding light 
istry should have a voice and seat in our annual able ministers, but they are local, of course, upon our doubtful way. We will indulge him 
conferences. | | unfit according to the constitution, for a seat in| in his opinion. Bat, inasmuch as there are 

Indeed a difference of opinion among such| conference: they have considerably the rise of many, who, though they differ in opinion with 
as were members of the convention that adopted | a thousand private members, and have had for „P, think they do not “misunderstand the mat- © 
our constitution, seems apparent, relative to the|for years three circuits, with three or four ter, neither are “‘mistaken as to the crm of 
proper composition of our annual conferences. preaching itinerants. It does appear to me, the convention,” and yet are capable in an hum- 

o me it appears sufficiently clear, that our they are driven inevitably to this alternative, | ble manner, of committing (their) thoughts to 
constitution does not allow any minister a seat] either they must have no conference at all, or writing” also; I desire as one of them to exhibit 
in our annual conferences, (as a 1 un- ¶violate the constitution in its composition. — as accurate a —— as I can, my views of 
less he place himself at the disposal of the sta- a tivilege, this important subject. . etd 
tioning — of said body; and this seems NIE As to the lost motion, which p ond others 
to be the general understanding of our present able? There is nothing more common, than in of his opinion dwell s much upon, (and which 
constitution by our people, at least so far as J guarding against one extreme to fall into ano-| he seems to think necessary to understand the 
am informed; but is this right? Is it equal? Ie cher: thus the convention has effectually guarded article as he would have it,) I shall dismiss it as 
it indeed in accordance with our virtual pledge against an unwieldy conference, but in some the convention wisely did; and would to God 
to each other by our association? I think the] district at least, has left us without any, consti- | that not only it, but every other motion, so indus- | 
convention would have considered it but fair tutionally composed. | : | triously trumpeted about by some to the distrac- | 
that the loca! as well as the travelling ministry tion of the church, were buried in the profound 
should have a seat in the annual conferences, of oblivion. What the convention did is enough 


but feared that body would thereby become too forme. lu article 7th, sec. I of the Constitu- 


profess friendship to mutual rights, would be 
unwieldy. willing to perpetuate this state of affairs, by tion, the composition of annual conferences is ; 
defined. The first principle, and one which 9 


And I am sorry to perceive, that some who 


When we ocisted ourselves under the excluding the very last men that should be ex- 
conventional articles, it was believed that equal cluded from our annual conferences, viz. the | runs throughout all our legislative bodies; is 
powers and privileges would be constitutionally local ministers. 20 . ..]| that there shall be an equal number of ministerial : | 
secured to each fundamental department of our Why should the itinerancy and laity disdain | and lay members. The operation of this prin- 1 
church; and this indeed was what we had in to shew the privileges and powers achieved by | ciple overthrows all P's“ “assigned reasons” 
view in toiling in the cause of reform—For this, our toils with the local ministry, who have been | why “local preachers,” (as he is pleased to call 
many of us suffered; and when the constitution | the unyielding friends of reform from the be- a number of our oldest and most valuable min- 
came to hand, and we read and plainly perceiv- | ginning? 9 86 he i isters,) should not have a seat in annual conſer- 
ed that by it the local ministry were deprived of] Pause, my dear brethren, and consider well | ences: inasmuch as they are all founded upon 
a seat and voice in the annual conferences, the] wha: may be the result of your denial of the| the supposition that these ministers have no Jay’ * 
heart begun to sicken, and some of, us were l rights of these worthies. 10 x delegates with thems whereby the equilibrium 
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between the. ministry and the laity would be 

In the ministerial member of an annual con- 
ference, P“ has found three distinct features of 
character, when in fact there is but one. Wheth- 
er designedly or not, P“ has) overlooked the 


significant That is’’ which is t6 be found in this] g 


article. By this means he finds his three fea- 
tures in the face of these men: But the qualifi- 
cation following the words that is“ compre- 
hends the only distinctive feature of a ministe- 
rial member of an annual conference, in the 
Methodist Protestant Church: All ministers 
properly under the stationing authority of the 
Conference. A minister is one who is or- 
dained” (see note on page 19 of the constitu- 
tion) and unless the ordination of those called 
by “P” “local preachers” should differ from 
others; ordination is no distinct feature; for all 
ministers are ordained, whether stationed or un 
stationed. ‘‘Itinerant,’’ is no distinct feature, for 
many of our unstationed ministers itinerate 
more than our stationed ministers, and preach 
perhaps oftener thanthey. Neither ordination, 
the extent of travelling, nor the amount of labor 
then in anywise distinguish the members of an- 
nual Par article says all 
ters l er the stationing authority,” Sc. 
Now, Soli properly under the stationing au- 
alone, constitutes a ministerial member. 
Inthe definition of the word properly, all the 


difficulty lies. In his remarks upon this subject 


„P“ compounds it, with „entirely, 
and exclusively; but if he will be at the trou- 
ble to examine the proceedings of the conven- 
tion, on page 102, vol. I, of Methodist Pro- 
testant, he will find that the convention rejected 
the word entirely, when offered as a substi- 
tute for ‘ ly.“ by a majority of more than 
four-fifths of the members present. Indeed en- 
tirely’’ goes too far by a great way: for firstly, it 
would bring all the ministers into complete sub- 
jection to the stationing authority; and secondly, 
as a consequence, it would destroy the right of 
appeal from the appointments; for if a minister 
must be in readiness to go any where at any time, 
he of course needs no appeal—indeed an appeal 
would be absurd in such a state of things. Does 
the right of an appeal suppose that there may 
be circumstances, which might render it im- 
practicable for a minister to be thus at the beck 
and call of the stationing authority? Perhaps to 
porn for his own necessity and the wants of 
is own family,while he labors both in word and 
doctrine for no earthly remuneration, is the criine 
which is to exclude many eminently pious and 
useful ministers from an annual conference. *‘P”’ 
and others will say, that such station them- 
selves, or dictate to the conference. Not so; 
their labours are measurably circumscribed, it is 
true, but they place themselves under the sta- 
tioning authority, and omly require that they 
may be stationed accordiny to circumstances, and 
have the right of appeal. And indeed this is in 
a greater or lesser degree the case with all our 
ministers; with few if any exceptions; their cir- 
tumstances are looked at in making out their 
appointments, and grievous would that adminis- 
tration be which regarded them not. P“ thinks 
that the rejection of a certain motion offered by 
a member from Baltimore, “sufficiently deter- 
mines what were the views of the convention 
respecting the component parts of the annual 
conferences.” I think otherwise—I think it 
2 that — convention considered 
die J, sec. I, as being sufficient upon this 
subject, without shewing what their sions were 
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icle. The rejection of the word mime 
— with it on this] conſerence, may bé received at once into full 


point. 


standing, when recommended by the quarterly 


membership in the annual conference, without 


“P” finds „ difficulty here in the use of the] any probation. He obtains and retains. his 


stationed and unstationed ministry: and be-| official name of itinerant, by placing himself and 
me they will not answer his purpose, off he | continuing under the authority of the stationing 


oes to the church of Rome, and there he finds| power. And when he wishes to leave the itin- 


“regular” and “secular,” which are more to his erancy, which he can do at the end of any. 
purpose; but finally contents himself with the| conference year; he asks no location, or permis- 


term ‘‘ 


sion to retire, but simply informs the conference 


The reasons why these local preachers | that he declines receiving an appointment trom 
should not have a seat in annual conferences, all | the stationing authority for the ensuing year, 
amounting to the same thing, are sufficiently no- | and takes his place in the church as an unsta- 
ticed already; except the 7th or last, in which tioned minister. , C. 


he charges all the evils, which have arisen in 


certain conferences, upon some ministers hav- For the Methodist Protestant. 


ing a seat therein. This in reference to one of 
such conferences, to which P,“ I presume is 


no stranger, I am sure is not correct. 


Georgia, Columbia Co. June 12, 1833. 
Dear Brother,—I have for several weeks past 


iced with considerable interest, the contro- 
And now, Mr. Editor, let me, through you, | uouced 2 : 
affectionately exhort all who love the church, io ers going an in eb. touching the * * 


to the Great 


ead of the church, that he would far no less surprised at the proſessed difference 


of opinion on this important subject, than con- 
cerned for the issue; and how such an important 


unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace. 
ALIQuis. 
For the Methodist Protestant. 


misunderstanding should exist between mem- 
bers of the same body, (the convention) oppos- 
ing on the one hand unjust and arbitrary power, 
and advocating on the other equal rights and re- 


WHAT CONSTITUTES AN ITINERANT MINISTER | ligious liberty, to me remains to be conceived. 


IN THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURGH. 
Mr. Editor,—In your 25th No. page 197, 


But as the time is fast approaching when this 
a question will, I hope, be forever silenced, by an 


writer over the signature C, made it appear that unambiguous definition. It behoves the friends 


it is not very easy to fix upon a definition of an | of mutual rights to lay before their brethren such 


itinerant minister in the Methodist Episcopal 


views of the subject as they may entertain, that 


church, from the known facts, that a minister| the next General Conference, by gathering from 


may be an itinerant and not travel, and that 


“here a little and there a little, may so under- 


he may be an itinerant and not be under the sta-| stand the views of their constituents as to give 


tioning authority. A friend has asked C what 


to this subject an explanation not to be misun- 


does constitute a minister an itinerant in the] derstood. 
Methodist Episcopal church? He will try to To speak or write at this day on the subject 


answer this question. An itinerant minister, in 


of political or ecclesiastical legislation,is indeed 


the Methodist Episcopal church, is one who be- “carrying coal to New Castle,” and when so 
longs to the itinerancy. The itinerancy in that much has been said by enlightened jarists and 


church, if indeed it can be called a church, is 


divines, I may well feel tremulous in approach- 


a body of ministers, separate and distinct from| ing the subject; and but for presenting to the 


the local ministers and the laity. Self-possessed 
of the exclusive use of all the church property, 
holding the sole right and fall powers to make 


view of the church one important principle with- 
out which no legislation can be just, I should 
remain even on this important occasion in ob- 


rules and regulations for the government of|scurity. If this principle to which I allude,and 


themselves, the local preachers and.all the peo- 
ple—claiming authority from heaven to regulate 
the faith of the church—appointing directly or 
indirectly all the spiritual and temporal officers, 
and holding themselves not amenable to the laity 
or locality, which constitute the great body of 
the church, for their moral, religious or official | Conferences. 


conduct. 


A minister who desires to enter this fraterni- 
ty, must consent to serve two years on proba- 
tion or trial, before he can be admitted into full 
connexion. If after this he be approved by the 
annual conference, when examined by the pre- 
siding bishop, he may be received into full con- 
nexion. He is then, if admitted, an itinerant 
minister of the Methodist Episcopal church. 
His remaining in the itinerant connexion, con- 
tinues him an itinerant. His leaving the itiu- 


which I conceive to be all important, and wish 
to be particularly noted, has during the contro- 
versy in question been plainly developed, it has 
escaped my observation, though it is plainly 
hinted at in W. W.H’s. first communication 
on the subject of the Composition of the Annual 
It is this—‘ Each distinct inter- 
est in every community should be constitution- 
ally vested with a protective power, and through- 
out the world, wherever this conservative prin- 
ciple is not constitutionally acknowledged, and 
in good faith respected, jars, oppositions, striſes, 
oppressions, commotions, wars and dissolutions, 
ever have, and will be the never failing results.“ 
It is the want of this in subjects, that makes 
tyrants and despots of kings, who by arbitrary 
and irresponsible power grind down their sub- 


4 jects to poverty and slavery. It is the want of 
erancy deprives him of the name, power, [it in kings that causes authority and law to be 
privilege, and character of an itinerant. But 


he cannot leave the itinerant connexion without 


disrespected, and anarchy and confusion suc- 


the consent of the annual conference to which 


he is attached; under the 


his entire ministerial and official character, an 


it in soldiers that make Nero’s and Pilate’s of 


| map of — officers—it is the want of it in officers that mu- 


“wr ( tinies are bred in armies—it is the want of it in 
even the privilege of preaching the gospel. of 


Christ to perishing sinners. 


A word or two by way of contrast.— A minis- 


the citizen that arms the unjust judge with cru- 
elty—it is the want of it in the magistrate that 


t = 
ter of the Methodist P — he outlaw hurls contempt upon civil authority 


it is the want of this protective power in the 


11 
| 
1 
* a 
~ 


lait that despots ¢ are made of pri 
want of it in the mini that brings 


ie the 


contempt 


upon the sacted order—it was the want of this 

rotective power in the locality and laity of the 

ethodist Episcopal Church, that caused the 
secession of the Methodist Protestants. 


With all these examples staring 


us in the 


face, and scarcely recovered from the writhings 
under priestly domination—ere, yet che troubled 
waters blown up by the boisterous winds of per- 
secution are allayed, we see the fearful portents 
of another storm on our ecclesiastical horizon, 


in the open denial of the very rights 


to the un- 


stationed, and part of the stationed ministry for 
which they have so nobly and so long against 
wind and tide contended and obtained“ tell it 


not in Gath.” 


The principle, therefore, incorporated in our 
constitution of taking the votes of the ministry 


and laity of our church separately, 


at the in- 


stance of any three members, so much dreaded 
by Bartimeus, I conceive to be the only con- 
servative principle of our church polity, and not 
only the votes of the ministers in mass, but that 
the stationed and unstationed ministers (as also 
the laity,) always vote separately at the instance 
of three or more of any of the members of a 


conference or electoral college, and 


no matter 


how many more distinct interests might enter 
into the composition of a conference, electoral 
college, or any legislative body, the same prin- 
ciple must obtain, or the weaker interest will 


suffer. 


The known selfishness of our nature, 


as do all the facts of experience abundantly con- 


firm this trath. 


If any particular class of min- 


isters or other orders of the mystical body of 
Christ, does or may ever exist not necessary to 


the perfecting of the whole body, let 
be cut off: “But while all the body 


it or them 
is not one 


member, but many. If the foot shall say because 


Iam not the hand I am not of the 


body, is it 


therefore not of the body? and if the ear shall 


say, because I am not the eye I am 


not of the 


body, is it therefore not of the body? If the 
whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? 
if the whole were hearing where were the — 
ing, but now hath God set the members every 
one of them in the body as it hath pleased him, 
and if they were all one member where were the 
body? but now are they many members yet but 
one body, and they cannot say unto the hand 1 
have no need of thee, nor again the head to the 
feet I have no need of you—nay, much more, 
those members of the body which seem to be 
more feeble are necessary, and those members 
of the body which we think to be less honora- 
ble, upon these we bestow more abundant honor, 


and our uncomely parts have more 


abundant 


comeliness. For our comely parts have no need; 
but God hath tempered the body together, hav- 


ing 


iven more abundant honor to that part 


which lacked, that there should be no schism in 
the body, but that the members should have the 
same care one for another, and whether one 
member suffer all the members suffer with it. 
Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in 
particular, and God hath setsome in the church; 
first, apostles; secondly, prophets; thirdly,teach- 
ers; after that, miracles, then gifts of healings, 
helps, governments, diversities of tongues. Are 
all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are, 


all workers.of miracles? have all the 


iſts of 


healing? do all speak with tongues? do all inter- 


pret? 


t covet earnestly the best gifis, and yet 


shew I unto you a more excellent way.“ 1 Cor. : 


12, 14, 31. 
Ihave made this lengthy quotatio 
_ the-mutual dependance of one me 


n 


mber of the 


— 
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body to the whole, and of the whole ‘to each, 
and that as the ear cannot perform the office of 
the eye, nor the head the foot, and that if any 
one ‘member of the body be wanting the body 
will be imperfect—and that as no one member 
can subsist without a close connexion and asso- 
ciation with the whole body, so neither can any 
interest in the church subsist without an active 
part in all her legislative councils, and a protec- 
tive power from all imposition. This protective 
power can be given in no other way but in a 
separate vote—for, however large a minority ma 
be, yet if they lack one of being equal to their 
opponents, it is certain that in all votes of a 
party or sectional character, the majority will 
rule, however oppressive to the minority, while 
on the other hand give the minority a protective 
power by voting separately, and their interests 
will be preserved, however small their numbers. 
Thus a mutual concession of interests by the 
individual members;’for the good of the whole 
body will perpetuate a happy concord and har- 
mony on her ever tuinefal siring.” 
Yours, &c. Caries Evans. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
AVERSION ro AN EDUCATED MINISTRY. 


Mr. Editor,—The following passage, given in 
your 25th number, as the opinion of your cor- 
respondent from New York, forcibly arrested 
our attention, and has induced us to make a re- 
mark or two on its merits. 

“Our Prejudices against an educated ministry 
are fixed beyond the possibility of reformation; 
and, after much patient examination and labo- 
rious thought, I have arrived at the conclusion, 
that no decisive steps will ever be taken until 
the present generation falls asleep, and the pro- 
ox 
vidence of God raises up another more wise 
and pradent, and therefore better prepared to 
enter upon so great a work, &c. 

This ia, certainly, a most extraordinary pas- 

It represents the migisters and members 
of the Methodist Protestant Church as decid- 
edly hostile tolearning,and as being too stupid to 
appreciate the benefits to be derived from a 
learned and pious ministry; and it charges upon 
the Methodist E. Church the sin of entailing on 
us a love of ignorance and a hatred of know- 
ledge. Can it be possible that the brother’s opin- 
ion is correct, that “our prejudices against an 
educated ministry are fired beyond the possibility 
of reſormat ion Are we prepared to admit these 
astounding declarations? Are we, as a people, 

judice 3 a learned, pious ministry? 
s the church whence we came deeply pre- 
judiced against a learned ministry? Matter of 
fact proves, that there is not an universal preju- 
dice against learned, pious ministers iw that 
church, for these are her most popular preach- 
ers; and she is at the present time straining eve- 
ry nerve to get up and sustain theological col- 
leges, in several parts of our country. It is 
also a fact, that several of the leading reformers 
in the Methodist; Protestant Church who came 
out, or were thrust out of that communion,were 
learned men; some of them are not surpassed by. 
the ministers of any denomination, in classical 
and biblical erudition, genuine piety, and holy 
zeal. | 

We admit there are thousands in the Metho- 
dist E. Church, and hundreds in the Methodist 
P. Church, who seem to prefer the noise and 
rant of an illiterate minister, to the deliberate, 
lucid and cogent ministrations of a man of the 
Opposite character; and there may be, for ought 


we know, sections of country where prejudices 


~ 


against learning, are deep rooted and gene al; 
yet, is it fair to brand a whole er vith 
stupidity and aversion to knowledge, becau 
we find afew persons and places affected wi 
the love of ignorance. Before we can form 
such a conclusion we must have more decisive 
evidence of the facts than the “patient exami- 
nation and laborious thought” of our New York 

It is true, we have not yet created a college 
in any part of the United States, but it has not 


y| been because we are too stupid to appreciate 


the advantages of such an institution; nor ia it 
because we have not the materials for an effi- 
cient and learned faculty to conduct its opera- 
tions. The cause lies in the want of pecuniar 
means to erect the necessary buildings, &. It 
has taken all our disposable funds to. erect the 
numerous houses of worship needed, and which 
have been raised up by us, all over the country, 
Some of these are not yet paid for, and more are 
wanted. We cannot, therefore, for a year or 
two, at least, venture to attempt the erection of 
a college. But we hope this will be aceom- 
plished before the present generation die in the 
wilderness.’’ Some valuable, learned individuals 
have made attempts at teaching young men de- 
signed for the ministry, but belore they coul 
do more than make a beginning, the deman 
for preachers snatched away their pupils—and, 
it is more than probable, your correspondent 
has witnessed a case of the kind in New York, 
or of sheer — 15 which has operated upon 
his feelings, and been the cause of his writing 
the paragraph alluded to. inn. 

But while we contend for the excellency and 
utility of a learned ministry, let us not forget 
that learning alone is not sufficient to open the 
eyes of the blind, nor convert the soul of the 
sinner. Let us hear the testimony of the learn- 
ed Dr. A. Clarke on this subject: ‘Learning is 
good and useful in its place, if it be used only 
as a hand-maid to religion; but it never did and 


never can convertasoul. The gospel of Jesus 
fully and faithfully preached, is the and 
wisdom of God, to the salvation of all them that 
believe.’ | * D. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
Mr. Editor,—Will you indulge a plain mat 
amongst your subscribers to ask, for what all 
the present discussion of stationed and unsta- 
tioned ministers’ rights is intended. 
Is it to prove that every itinerant minister is 
entitled to a seat in conference, merely because 
he itinerates? If so, would this of itself justly 
entitle him to a seat? I certainly understand, 
from the structure of our constitution, and from 
common sense, that the itinerant minister has 
a seat principally, if not exclusively, from the 
facts of his having to attend the conference; 
first, to render up an account of the state of the 
circuit or station he superintends. Secondly, 
because he has to receive his appointment for 
the next ensuing year. Thirdly, that in person 
he may have an appeal from the stationing au- 
thority if good cause can be assigned. And 
lastly, that the conference may, as a body, as- 
certain his general character, a8‘ well as claims 


to. usefulness. | 
These I view as a very different. ground from 
that of being entitled to a seat merely from the 
The. delegate, if I understand our conatituton, 


goes to conference, first to reptesent the tem- 


poral interests of the church; and ee to 
aid in the spiritual concerns of the church, by 
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to say how often they shall preach. Are we 10 
his wisdom in the selection is far more 
beneficial than the consultation of brethren? 
Sth. “If one superintendent abuses this pow. 
er, and is let alone till the annual conference, 
not others follow his example, and thus 
the people from year to year suffer by the abuse? 
Mh. “Taking every thing into consideration, 
pulpits be more 
safely placed than in the hands” of the people 


sustaining the economy of the charch in 
tion to fixed operations. Thirdly, that the sta- 
tioning authority may know w at ministerial 
weight in point of a single or married preacher, 
his constituents can bear; and that he may assist 
in ptoviding such rules and regulations in refer- 
ence both to the payment of the preachers, and 
such as ate connected with the spiritual improve- 
ment of his circuit or station. 

‘Now I would be glad to know what an un- 
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be to 


may 


can the power of filling the 


All pieces intended for insertion in this paper, should 
be in our pomession one week before the date of the 
issue of each number, as each is put to press every 
Tuesday morning, and sometimes earlier. | 


CAMP MEETINGS. 


A camp meeting will commence on Friday morning 
the 26th of July next, in Worcester county, Maryland, 
near Naswango bridge, and conclude on the following 
Wednesday morning. As the managers of the Metho- 


and ‘‘superintendents?” The last question may 
be answered in the negative, and the superin- 
tendent be viewed as the only proper and ‘‘safe 
hand” in which to lodge this powetrz“ then 
perhaps some may if all superintendents 


stationed minister could do more, as such, than 
can be done by the members of the conference, 
composed of the itinerant preachers, who are 
up 


. to go; and the delegates, who are sent 
the church. 


dist P. church are assured that there will be no distinc- 
tion between christians of any other church, at this 
meeting, they respectfully and affectionately invite all 
denominations of christians.—In a word, all matters 


hat particular interests have the unstationed 
ministers to represent, and which and what are 


they? 

These brethren preach when they please, 
and themselves; and as they now stand, 
they are the most independent persons in the 
church. Do they wish to be placed under 
law for the sake of being 
to their brethren of the itineracy and of the 
laity? It appears to me, if they do that, they 
certainly do not appreciate their liberty. Is it 


under subjection} 


ood. 
were as wise anc good as Timoleon. 
VeERITAs. 


derogatory to the christian, will be discountenanced and 
prohibited. By order of the managers. 
June 15, 1833. 


P. S. Mr. Moses C. Smith will keep a boarding tent, 
for the accommodation of strangers. 


A Camp-meeting will be held at Bergan Point, New 
York District, to commence on the 30th July, under the 
direction of the Methodist Protestant Church, and to 
which the kind co-operation of its ministers and mem- 
bers with that of all other Christians, is respectfully to- 
licited. This encampment is accessible at all points by 


to be supposed, that if they legislate on the water, within a mile and a half. Jessz Oaxtey, 
matters oF the other classes, that * would B ALTIMORE: Superintendent. 
HIO. . 


A Camp-meeting will be held on the Reisterstown Cir- 
cuit, near Reisterstown, on the turnpike leading from 
Baltimore, through Westminster, about 20 miles from 
the former, and 8 miles from the latwr place—to com- 
mence August 9th, ensuing. 

A Camp-meeting will also be held on the same circuit, 
about 16 miles from Baltimore, on the York Turnpike, 


not very soon legislate on theirs? 


For the Methodist Protestant. 


QUERIES ron “TIMOLEON’’ TO SOLVE. 


Ist. Sup “all the pulpits of our connex- 
jon in the District of Columbia are now filled by 
the superintendents of the four stations, does 
this prove they ought to be thus filled without 
“‘eonsulting the brethren,” or “acting in concert 
with the quarterly conferences of these four 


stations?“ 

2d. Suppose his has been the practice from 
the beginning of our extra community; does 
this argue that the thing itself is right? May 
not the superintendents now, and might not the 
superintendents then have all been wrong? How- 
ever, the writer of this knows it was not the 
practice in one of these stations, viz. George- 
town. The first year of the station there was 
no preacher or minister belonging to it; nor 
was there any till the second quarter of the 
next year, if his memory serves him right. And 
that preacher will testify, as also the leaders’ 
that they were consulted. 

d. If this was the custom, and still is in 
Philadelphia and New York stations,” I ask, 
have not the most of their troubles hitherto 
grown out of this arrangement? Cannot the 
editor answer this? 

4th. Can it be proved “that some of our 
worthiest ministers exercise the power of filling 
our pulpits according to their own whim or ca- 

ice, and not according to the quarterly con- 

rence regulation? | 

Sth. Can any minister or members of the 
convention be brought to say that ‘‘they, as the 

ple’s representatives in convention assemb- 

did guarrantee the right of a superintendent 
to” fill the pulpits, or have them filled, without 
consulting the quarterly conferénce as to the 
distribution of ministerial service? 

Gch. Is it not more in accordance with com- 
mon justice and reason and revelation, that the 
ministers, stationed and-unstationed act in con- 


cert with the people, than to act independently. 
of them? 


‘7th. Is it more 


e “anti-scriptural and unapos- 
tele for a committee to say how often a — 


of Jesus should preach,” than for “Timoleon” 


FRIDAY, JULY 5, 1833. 


CAMP MEETINGS. 


These are frequently attended by brethren with their 
families from a considerable distance, who leave their | to commence August 23d, ensuing. 

homes for the purpose of uniting with those who have Aveusrus Weasrer, 
announced the intended meeting, and to render five or * Hana Mysas. 

six days and nights sacred to devotion. : ) 

These go to pitch their tents, and to occupy them by 

day and by night, during the continuance of the meeting.— 
How mortifying must it prove to the feelings.of those 
to find that many of the residents of the neighborhood 
who are fellow members, have neither tents nor other 
permanent accommodations on the ground, although 
their circumstances, in every respect, are quite equal to 
those who have to convey their tents and baggage a con- 
siderable distance! 


We have seen (and therefore we are constrained to 
speak out) that the evening and (he morning meetings 
have had to be sustained principally by those from a dis- 
tance, because those in the neighborhood have gone home 
after the afternoon preaching, thereby most shamefully 
abandoning the strangers from a distance, and more, the 
services they had pledged themselves to sustain. 


Is it inconvenient for those in the neighborhood to re- 
main on the ground by day and by night? We ask is it not 
equally so for those from a distance? Is it not absolutely 
treating both the institutions of Camp-meetings as well 
as their distant friends on the ground, with sheer impo- 
liteness and neglect? How sickening, saddening ‘and 
prostrating, to those constant worshippers to have to 
witness a general movement homeward after service in 
the aflernoon—some tendering one apology and others ) 
another for quitting the ground. We would say, that : 
no neighborhood of brethren who act thus by refusing to 
remain on the ground when circumstances at all permit 
it—should receive the assistance of those from a dis- 
tance—rather let the latter hereafter pledge themselves 
to attend only those meetings where their fellow mem- 
bers make it a point of duty and conscience to treat 
them and the institution with that respect which they 
would manifest were they on an invited family visit.— 
We hope that neighborhoods will do their duty, and if 
not, that distant helpers will do heir. 


— 


Georgetown, D. C. June 24, 1833. 
Dear Brother,— Will you please insert in your 
next paper, the following notice and invitation. 

Saturday, July 6th, will be the time appointed 
for the commencement of our next quarter! 
meeting. It has been resolved to protract the 
meeting until Tuesday night, at least. Several 
preparatory prayer-meetings will be held, and 
Frida is set apart as a fast-day. We pray and 
hope for the blessing of the Head of the church. 

principal object in writing this, is, to ex- 
tend a most cordial invitation to our ministers, 
stationed and unstationed, and to our lay-mem- 
bers to come and help us.“ I do this in ae- 
cordance with the instructions of our official 
brethren, who pledge themselves for a hearty 
welcome from the whole society to our friends 
from neighboring circuits and stations. Where 
is the zeal that formerly prompted the large and 
profitable gatherings of the people of the Lord, 
from all quarters, on such oecasions? May Prov- 
idence send us helpers; such as “shall come in 
the fulness of the blessing of the gospel of 
Christ.” Yours, 


Tuomas H. Srocxrox. 


PROVOKING TO GOOD WORKS. 


“J. L. W.“ a writer in the Cincinnati Stand- 
ard, states that the New School theologiaus 
have, within a few years, liberally contributed 
$144,000 for institutions to establish and propa- 
gate their doctrines in the West, and exhorts 
“the parsimonious Old School party” to awake 
and jmitate their example. It surely is not 
Orthodox to sleep in seed time, when the enemy 
is in the field sowing tares.—Richmond Teleg. 
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RELIGIOUS. 


From the Wesleyan Protestant Magazine, Eng. 


THE LATE MR. BRAMWELL’S LETTER TO THE 
SUPERINTENDENT PREACHERS OF THE CON- 
FERENCE CONNEXION. 


“It was intended that the following letter, 
written by Mr. Bramwell, to the superintendent 
preachers throughout the connexion, should 
have been inserted in the last number of our 
Magazine, but on account of the length to 
which the Review of his life extended, it was 
found impracucable. 

Mr. Bramwell was of opinion, that if ever the 
glory should depart from the Methodists, the 
principal, ifnot the only cause, would be a spir- 
itual declension among the preachers; and not 
many hours before he died, aſter returning from 
the last sitting of the Leeds Conference, in 
1818, he exclaimed with a pathos peculiar to 
himself, Lord have mercy upon us, it is all 
over with us! &c.“ and intimated that he had 
been paying special attention to the proceed- 
ings of Conference, and that with reference to 
many of the preachers he was fully convinced 
“the glory was departed.” 


“Sheffield, Nov. 10, 1796. 


Dear brethren,—My mind has been so deeply 
impressed with the present state of our connex- 
ion, and I feel such an anxious. solicitade to 
avert every impending evil, that I am compelled 
to break throagh the bafrier, which my defer- 
ence to your superior judgment would cfeate; 
and faithfully, yet affectionately, to make this 
one solemn appeal to you all. , 

“I have long been penetrated with the 
liveliest sorrow, at perceiving an evident de- 
cline of that burning seal, that active persever- 
ance, that vilal holiness, that lamenting love, 
which actuated the first - Methodist preachers; 
and which enabled them victoriously to triumph 
over every obstacle. Having their hearts filled 
with a sense of the important undertaking, the 
fire burning in their own hearts, and swallowed 
up by love for souls that were bought by the 
Redeemer’s blood, they scorned to lose a mo- 
ment in disputing about external forms; they 
deprecated every strife, but the noble strife of 
excelling each other in enlarging the Redem- 
er's kingdom. Alas! my brethren, we have en- 
tered into their labors, but have we retained | 
their spirit? 

At the last Bristol conference, the Lord made 
a great offer to many of the preachers; some 
received it, but by others it was rejected.—An 
attempt was made at the Manchester Confer- 
ence, privately and publicly, to set the revival in 
a true light, and to restore vital godliness among 
the preachers: in several this had the desired 
effect!—Before the last London conference, we 
had encouragement from several of the senior 
brethren, that a strict investigation of the preach- 
ers’ experience would take place; but nothing 
wasdone. We are fully satisfied, that it is not 
church-government, or any other outward form, 
which causes the present agitation and division, 
but that God has a controversy with usasa body. 

We want the power of religion among oar- 
selves. This alone can perpetuate the union 
of love, and then all ,hings would be done in 
peace and harmony. 

‘‘When were we asked the state of our souls 
since we were received into the connexion? 
We may be proud, passionate, envious, malici- 


ous, covetous, self-willed, brawlers, and triflers, 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


given to jesting, | 
the real wotk of God, may turn hundreds out of 
the way,—and yet remain TRAVELLING PREACH- 

Whatever we are when we enter upon the 
great work of the minist#y, we may lose our 
first love, zeal, faith, patience, hope, yea, every 
grace,—and yet go round the circuit, carrying 
about THE GHOST OF A PREACHER, ‘who, being 
dead, yet speaketh.’ 


„6 Brethren! brethren! is it not time that some- 


thing should be done to reform ourselves? Have 
we not for years been laboring for forced unity, 
and external peace, debating on forms and shad- 
ows,and thereby departing more from our centre? 
And could things be brought into unity this way, 
would it not settle us in formaiity, and unscrip- 
tural stillness? Must not the cause be removed 
before the effects can cease? The axe must be 
laid to the root, and then our preaching, con- 
versation, and example, will produce, under 
God, the principle and effects of faith and love, 
and we shall all be one in Christ Jesus. 

„It has been one rule with several of us for 
years, ‘to speak evil of no man. We are 
also as decidedly against what is called ran- 
TERISM or WILDNESS, as we are against luke- 
warmness or dead formality, and against all 
kinds of noise in public or private, without the 
Spirit’s influence; and we believe there may be 
a formal noise as there may be a formal stillness. 

„We have labored by doctrine, conversation, 
and example, to distinguish between the pre- 
cious and the vile, and our manner among the 
people will evidence this truth. But we have 
seen in numberless instances, that if a preach- 
er does not give his whole heart and action 
to the work, he has no power in the revival. If 
a preacher be truly alive to God, he may, in 
every circuit, prevent false fire, intemperate 
zeal, and carnal noise,—and yet be a means of 
preserving the operation of the Spirit, in 
pardoning, sanctifying, and filling 
with that love which produces every good word 


and work. But violence against the effects of 


the Spirit, creates violence in the subjects; and 
the consequence of this is prejudice, debate, 
and opposition, which destroy religion both in 
preacher and people. One preacher labors with 
all his might to bring souls to God; the next in 
turn destroys what God hath wrought. ~ 

„We tenderly call upon every brother, to 
read once more, Wesley’s Journals, as well as 
David Brainerd's, Thomas Walsh's Life, Gillie's 
Historical Collections, and Edwards’ Eviden- 
ces. Compare these with the Acts of the Apos- 
les, and the whole with our present mode of 
proceeding,—and thew determine, whether we 
have not departed from the simplicity of the 
gospel. And we entreat every brother to join 
us in continual prayer to God, that the life and 
power of true religion may be increased in all 
our hearts, that we may all be filled with the 
fulness of God! I am, your obedient servant, 

Bramwet ” 


HOW TO FIND MINISTERS. : 


If Carey of India, or Judson of Burmah, 
should come to our United States, and visit our 
churches, and examine our young brethren as 
to the state of their minds about — 
would they not find some, of whom they would 
say to the pastors,—“ these youths ought to be 
preparing for the ministry and for missionary 
service?’ —And why cannot the pastors and 
deacons in our churches find them? Christian 
| Watchman. | 


yea, tipplers;—we may oppose 


‘missionaries, via. 


‘PESIGNATION OF MISSIONARIES. 
On the Lord’s-dey evening, Jube Och, four 


v. Messrs. Samuel Mun- 
son, Heney Lyman, Charles Robinson, and 
Stephen Johnson, were set apart for missionary 
operations, by public religious exercises, in the 
Park street meeting house. Rev. Dr. Jenks 
offered the introductory prayer,—Rev. Dr. Wis- 
ner read the instructions of the Prudential Com- 
mittee to the missionaries,—Rev. Mr. Linsley 
made an affectionate address to the congrega- 
tion and the missionaries, and the Rev. Mr. 
Winslow made the concluding prayer. Heber’s 
Missionary Hymn, and a part of Watts’ 72d. 


Psalm, Jesus shall reign,” were sung on the’ 
occasion. 


The letter of instructions was a document of 
peculiar interest, The vessel in which they 
have sailed is bound to Batavia, the capital of 
the island of Java.-They were first to report 
themselves and their object to the local authori- 
ties, assuring them that they had no mercantile 
nor political designs, but to preach the gospel 
among pagans and Mohammedans. They were 
advised to take counsel of Rev. Mr. Medhurst, 
if at Batavie, sent thither by the London Mis- 
sionary Society, whose experience and weight 
of character were eminent. Two of the Mis- 
sionaries, Messrs. Munson and Lyman, are to 
carry forward the operations commenced by Mr. 
Abeel in Siam, and the other two to explore the 
islands in the Indian Archipelago. The desire 
of the committee is, to occupy all the ground 
in south-eastern Asia, which is accessible to the 
gospel, and not occupied by other missionary 
societies. Mews 

Messrs. Robinson and Johnson destined to 
the Siamese mission, are to take from 
Java for Sincapore, the flourishing British set- 
tlement near the South-eastern extremity of the 
peninsula of Malacca. It was recommended to 
them to visit the Anglo - Chinese college at Ma- 
lacca. Mr. Abeel has been r by the 
committee to visit the United States for 4 spe- 
cial purpose; but Mr. Tomlin, and Mr. Thom- 
son of the London —— Society, may 
give valuable advice. At Bankok, the chief city 
in Siam, a cordial welcome will be given to the 
missionaries by Mr. Jones, who is of the Baptist 
board, and a valuable fellow-laborer. Whole- 
some advice was given in reference to the pre- 
servation of their health, to which temperance, 
cheerfulness,and bodily exercise would conduce. 

Messrs. Munson and Lyman will make a tour 
of observation and inquiry among the islands of 
the Indian Archipelago. They are to acquire 
the Malay language as soon as possible, as it is 
extensively spoken in the field they are to tra - 
verse, 

The missionaries sailed next day for Batavia, 
in the ship Duncan, for Batavia. 


Chr, Watchman, abr. 


NEW METHODIST CHURCH IN NEW YORK. 


On the 3d of June, the corner stone was laid 
of a new M. E. Church in Vestry-street. It is 
erected by stock subscription, and we under- 
stand the seats are to be held as private —_ 
ty. The sermon was preached by Dr. Bangs, 
and the prayer by Mr. Ostrander, so that we 
presume this great innovation upon the long es- 
tablished usages of Methodism is fully sanction- . 
ed by the authorities of that church. If the 
principle of ‘free seats” begins to be given up, 
we apprehend innovations upon “‘the itineran- 


ey“ will follow next.— N. F. 
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ORIGINAL POETRY. 
— 
a For the Methodist Protestant. 


and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light.—Eph. 5, 14. 


Ana i soul’s at stake; 
d your immortal 80 
Alaa! how oan you trifle sot 
A moment’s time, a day, an hour, 
Aud you may fall to rise no more! — 


Awake, and from the dead arise; 
While mercy calls, the voice obey; 
For if you now the grace despise, 
Ala before another day, 

Tou may in hell lift up your eyes, 

And — 

But ahl no water there shall be, 
To ease the pang of misery. | 


Awake, arise and Christ shall pour 
A ray of light upon your soul; 
A light to guide your spirit o’er 
Lifes’ dang’rous sea, beset with shoals, 
And bring you safe to Canaan’s shore, 
Where streams of endless pleasure roll; 
Awake, and gain the port of rest, 
And be with Christ forever blest. 


Joun. 


For the Methodist Protestant. 
A CHRISTIAN DYING. 


Behold a Christian dying, 
His pulses faint and few; 
Upon his God relying, 
He bids the world adieu! 


Death seems a weloome 

To call his spirit home; 
And angels on the 
Say, come Believer come! 


The of heav’n all glorious, 
Now kindles in his eyes; 


Through Christ the Lord victorious, 
He conquers though he dies. 


On wings of love ascendi 
He mounts the shining wer; 

With angel guards attending, 
To everlasting day. 


CONVERSATION. 
It geen on a solemn eventide, 
Soon after He that was our Surety died, 
Two bosom friends, each pensively inclin’d, 


The scene of all those sorrows left behind, 


Sought their own village, busied as they went 
In musings worthy of the great event: 

They spake of him they lov'd, of him whose life, 
Though blameless, had incurr’d perpetual strife, 
Whose deeds had left, in spite of hostile arts, 

A deep memorial graven on their hearts. 

The recollection, like a vein of ore 


Joux. 


The farther trac’d, enrich'd them still the more; 


They thought him, and they justly thought him, one 
Sent to do more than he appear” hate done; 
T' exalt a people, and to place them high 


Above all else, and wonder’d he should die. 


Ere yet they brought their journey to an end. 
A stranger join’d them, courteous gsa friend, 
And ask’d them, with a kind engaging air, 
What their affliction was, and begg’d a share. 
Inform’d, yond up the broken thread, 
And truth wisdom gracing all he said, 


METHODIST PROTESTANT. 
Explain'd, illustrated, and search’d so well | 
The tender theme on which they chose to dwell, 
That reaching home, the night, they said, is near, 
Wie must not now be , sojourn here. 

The new acquaintance soon became a — 
And, made s0 welcome at their simple feast, 
He bless’d the bread, but vanish’d at the word, 4 
And left them both exclaiming, “ Twas the Lord! 
Did not our hearts feel all he deign’d to say— 
Did they not burn within us by the way? 


— 


Now theirs was converse, such as it behoves 


Man to maintain, and such as God approves; 
Their view, indeed were indistinct and dim, 
But yet successful being aim'd at him. 
Christ and his character their only scope, 
Their object, and their subject, and their hope. 
They felt what it became them much to feel, 
And wanting him to loose the sacred seal, 
Found him as prompt, as their desire was true, 
To spread the pow bore glories in their view. 1 


From the Churchman. 
A HYMN 
TO BE REPEATED AT MIDNIGHT. 


At midnight, slumbering on my bed 
I suddenly awake; 
And, weary, turn from side to side, — 
A feeb!e effort make. 


With anxious thoughts my mind oppress’d 
To Thee for help would fly; 

And look for aid when most distress’d 
From Him who rules on high. 


This wakeful hour, O fill my soul 
With grace and peace divine: 

And when the judgment day shall come, 
Those gs still be mine! 


Sweet slumber, close these eyes again, 
And hold, till morning break: 

So grateful incense shall arise 
To Him, when I awake. 


Soon to the slumbers of the dust 

This body must be given: ' 
Lonol may my soul, set free from lust, 

Then soar to thee in heaven! 
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